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The standards of the Southeast Asian furniture shows this year varied from poor in some countries
to up-market and well organised in Singapore. which is the undisputed furniture design and
innovation hub in SE Asia. The greatest show progress was made by Indonesia and the smallest
shows were in Cebu and disappointingly in Saigon. A significant number of major manufacturers
did not show anywhere. Teak, Oak and Rubberwood were the main species on show: with many
other local native species. The fashion for Oak furniture is being sustained by an ever-increasing
range of finishes and finishing techniques that are finding favour in many markets. American
Black Walnut was very popular in several shows. and Ash is still gaining favour, but Cherry and
Hard Maple were noticeable by their absence. French hardwoods are creeping into market share
for furniture. Trends include a lot of dark stained and black furniture — often contrasted with white
surfaces and metal elements. Asian (Japanese and Korean) buyers were more in evidence than
usual and many manufacturers agree that Asian markets are growing strongly. Forward business
in furniture markets for 2011 is currently very fragile and none of the shows seemed as busy as in
past years, with TIFF experiencing a particularly slow start.
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New range of American Hickoy
furniture by Hume at MiFF 2011
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